
ORDINANCE NO. 177404
An ordinance amending various provisions of Articles 2 and 7 of Chapter I and

Article 6 of Chapter IV and Section 96.303.5 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to
assure the protection of, and to further regulate the removal of, protected trees

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF iOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOllOWS:

Section 1. Subdivision 12 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is amended to read:

12. Protected Tree Relocation and Replacement. All existing protected trees
and relocation and replacement trees specified by the Advisory Agency in accordance
with Sections 17.02,17.05,17.06,17.51 and 17.52 of this Code shall be indicated on a
plot plan attached to the building permit issued pursuant to this Code. In addition, the
trees shall be identified and described by map and documentation as required by the
Advisory Agency. A Certificate of Occupancy may be issued by the Department of
Building and Safety, provided the owner of the property or authorized person
representing the owner of the property (licensed contractor) obtains from the Advisory
Agency in consultation with the City's Chief Forester, prior to the final inspection for the
construction, a written or electronic document certifying that all the conditions set forth
by the Advisory Agency relative to protected trees have been met.

Sec. 2. Section 17.02 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended by
deleting the paragraph defining "Oak Tree" in Section 17.02 and adding the following
paragraph to read:

Protected Tree - Any of the following Southern California native tree species,
which measures four inches or more in cumulative diameter, four and one-half feet
above the ground level at the base of the tree:

(a) Oak tree including Valley Oak (Quercus lobata) and California Live
Oak (Quercus agrifolia), or any other tree of the oak genus indigenous to
California but excluding the Scrub Oak (Quercus dumosa).

(b) Southern California Black Walnut (Juglans californica var. californica)

(c) Western Sycamore (Platanus racemosa)

(d) California Bay (Umbellularia californica)

This definition shall not include any tree grown or held for sale by a licensed
nursery, or trees planted or grown as a part of a tree planting program.

Sec. 3. The term "Tree Expert" set forth in Section 17.02 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is amended to read:
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Tree Expert - A person with at least four years of experience in the business of
transplanting, moving, caring for and maintaining trees and who is (a) a certified arborist
with the International Society of Arboriculture and who holds a valid California license
as an agricultural pest control advisor or (b) a landscape architect or (c) a registered
consulting arborist with the American Society of Consulting Arborists.

Sec. 4. Subdivision 7 of Subsection H of Section 17.05 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is amended to read:

7. Where the Advisory Agency finds the project is consistent with the dwelling
unit density permitted by the General Plan, and that the public health, safety or welfare
and good subdivision design will be promoted by the preservation of protected trees,
the Advisory Agency may permit the required area of one or more of the lots in a
subdivision in an "RA," "RE," "RS" or "R1" Zone to be reduced by an amount sufficient
to provide for protected tree preservation in accordance with Section 17.05 R of this
Code. Provided, however, that in no event shall the reduction exceed 50 percent of the
required lot area; no "RA" or "RE" lot shall be reduced below 50 feet in width; no "RS"
or "R1" lot shall be reduced below 40 feet in width; and no lot in a designated "K"
Horsekeeping District shall be reduced below 17,500 square feet.

Sec. 5. Subsection R of Section 17.05 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is
amended to read:

R. Protected Tree Regulations. No protected tree may be relocated or
removed except as provided in this article or Article 6 of Chapter iV of this Code. The
term "removed" or "removal" shall include any act that will cause a protected tree to die,
including but not limited to acts that inflict damage upon the root system or other parts
of the tree by fire, application of toxic substances, operation of equipment or machinery,
or by changing the natural grade of land by excavation or filing the drip line area
around the trunk.

1. Required Determinations. Subject to historical preservation
requirements set forth in Subdivision 3 of this subsection, when a protected tree
exists within a proposed subdivision, the tree may be relocated or removed if the
Advisory Agency, in consultation with the City's Chief Forester, determines the
existence of either (a) or (b) below:

(a) There has been prior applicable government action in which:

(i) The removal of the tree had been approved by the Advisory
Agency; or

(ii) The property upon which the protected tree is located has been
the subject of a determination by the City Planning Commission, the City
Council, a Zoning Administrator, or an Area Planning Commission, the
appeal period established by this Code with respect to the determination
has expired, the determination is still in effect, and pursuant to the
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